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Holy Ground PBC is one of the few places that shelters
homeless, young mothers and their children in Palm Beach
County. Their program is truly unique in many ways. It is
comprehensive, long-term and features an “independent
living model” versus the traditional group home approach.
We caught up with some of the key women of Holy Ground
after their successful annual luncheon last month at the
Kravis Center. They were excited to share information about
their mission when we met at the site of their new apartment
complex currently being renovated. Board members, Donna
McLoughlin, President and Jan Kranich, Vice President and
Chairperson of the Capital Campaign for A Permanent Home
and Hope along with Executive Director, Phyllis Turner Jepson
and Development/Vocational Director, Angela Wing-Allen
joined us for this interview.

apartment property in November in West Palm Beach and are
currently renovating it. Up until this time, we have been assisting
with rent and utilities in modest apartments in various locations
in Palm Beach County. Although many of our young moms
will remain in their current rented apartments for the sake of
continuity and logistics, the new building will serve as a home
base for all our programs and will house the young mothers who
are new to Holy Ground’s program and/or those that need a
higher degree of supervision. With this new property, we will be
able to increase our capacity to house at least 50 percent more atrisk families. Having our own building will accelerate our clients’
progress and further improve our impact and outcomes. With
increasing rents and market values, coupled with a greater need
for low income, affordable housing in Palm Beach County, it was
the right time to invest.

TELL ME ABOUT THE HOLY GROUND PROGRAM?
Donna: Holy Ground’s mission is to shelter and mentor
homeless, pregnant and parenting young mothers, (ages 17-23)
and their children living in Palm Beach County, who are willing
to make positive changes in their lives. Our goal is to assist
these young women and their children in breaking the cycle
of poverty as each teen pregnancy effects generations of lives.
We received 501(3) C status in 2009 and celebrated our sixth
year of full operation this past October. We help our clients
access healthcare services, food, childcare, medical insurance,
baby equipment, education/job training and parenting and
independent living skills. The clients also commit through a
signed behavioral contract, working part-time and continuing
their education. In turn, we make a long-term investment in
each client so that they may complete their education and have
the tools necessary to become financially independent and
productive, healthy citizens as well as effective parents.

HOW IS HOLY GROUND AND THIS NEW PROJECT
FUNDED?
Angela: At this time, we receive no Federal, State or City
assistance. We have been blessed with the generous support
of many individual donors and private foundations which
understand the complex nature and the numerous social issues
we are dealing with and appreciate our long-term approach.
This year we have received major funding to purchase and start
renovations on our new property from the Mary Alice Fortin
Foundation. It will be named in honor of the Stockard Family. In
addition, we also received significant funds from the Cathleen
McFarlane Foundation, Conrad N. Hilton Foundation and JC
Foundation towards the purchase of our building. Currently,
we have grants pending to complete renovations and furnish
these apartments with the Quantum Foundation and Lost Tree
Foundation. Many of these foundations have contributed to
operation expenses too. In fact, we were privileged to receive
our first Quantum in the Community Grant back in 2012. Holy
Ground also hosts several fundraising events. We are excited
about our upcoming private concert with Dion on February
17th. Tickets are going quickly for this special event. If you are
interested call Holy Ground’s office.

IS THERE STILL A NEED FOR THIS KIND OF
PROGRAM IN OUR COUNTY?
Phyllis: There is a demonstrated need for our program.
The Florida Department of Health reports that there were 630
teen births in 2016 in Palm Beach County. According to the
Children’s Services Council 2016 report, “Less than half of teen
mothers obtain a high school diploma. They will likely face a
lifetime of lower annual income. Daughters born to teen moms
are more likely to become teen mothers themselves. A son born
to a teen mom is twice as likely to serve time in prison. Both
are less likely to graduate from high school. Their children are
more likely to be born prematurely and have chronic medical
conditions, developmental disabilities, behavioral issues and
suffer from abuse, neglect and poor academic performance due
to their mothers’ lack of parenting skills.” There is evidenced
based theory that capacity-skill building for these young moms
is the most effective way to help their children. (See Harvard
Study video on our website: HolyGroundPBC.org).
WHAT IS YOUR CURRENT CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
PROJECT ABOUT?
Jan: A Permanent Home and Hope is about buying and
renovating a building of our own to house and mentor homeless,
pregnant and parenting young women and their children. After
looking diligently for years, we have found a building that meets
our needs and those of our young families. We closed on an

WHICH ACCOMPLISHMENTS ARE MOST SIGNIFICANT?
Phyllis: There have been numerous significant organizational
accomplishments achieved over a relatively short period of time.
I am very honored to do this good work with our active Board
and dedicated staff, but our young mothers are true heroes. They
are parenting, working, going to school, and have to adhere to a
behavioral contract. A heavy load, but everyday they get up and
do what is needed as they want a better future for their children.
I could not be prouder of each and every one of them.
Holy Ground PBC is located at 200 W. 20th Street, Riviera
Beach, FL 33404. For more information visit HolyGroundPBC.org
or call 561.355.5040.
PICTURED: LEFT (top to bottom): Phyllis Turner Jepson and
Angela Wing-Allen; RIGHT (top to bottom): Donna McLoughlin,
Shannon Hawkins (of Quantum Foundation) and Jan Kranich
of Holy Ground at the building the organization is currently
renovating.
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