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Fr. Arthur Obin, OMI Scholarship established 
 

Holy Ground was able to establish this scholarship fund in 
memory of Fr. Arthur Obin, OMI, through a very generous 
gift from dear friends of his, Joanna and Francis Hogan of 
Palm Beach Gardens, who wanted to honor Fr. Obin’s 
memory  by continuing his legacy of caring for those most 
in need.  Fr. Obin was instrumental in the founding of Holy 

Ground Shelter.  He provided Holy Ground with a meeting place, office 
space, and most importantly spiritual guidance. Fr. Obin, in his life, as be-
loved pastor of St. Francis of Assisi Parish, and in his role as Pastoral Advisor 
of Holy Ground Shelter, exemplified the gospel mandate of bringing the 
Good News to those in need.  His life commitment was to lift them up and 
he consistently challenged those around him to do the same.  The scholar-
ship funds will be used to further the education of pregnant and parenting 
teen girls in Holy Ground’s program so that they will be able to obtain the 
needed skills to become financially independent and able to care for them-
selves and their children.  Claudine Cotton, a long-time member of St. Fran-
cis of Assisi parish and a member of Holy Ground Shelter’s Board of Directors 
will serve as administrator of the scholarship fund.  Holy Ground’s Board of 
Directors has committed to contributing $200 per month to this fund and as 
word spreads about the scholarship, other donations are coming in for which 
we are most grateful.  Anyone wanting to contribute should make checks 
payable to the Fr. Arthur Obin, OMI Scholarship Fund and mail to Holy 
Ground Shelter, 200 W. 20th St., Riviera Beach, FL 33404. 
 

Holy Ground receives grant from the  
R. Cathleen Cox McFarlane Charitable Foundation 

 

Holy Ground recently received $5000.00 from the  R. Cathleen 
Cox McFarlane Charitable Foundation, Inc.  The check was accompanied with 
a letter from Walter M. Ross, President who stated, “We were impressed by 
the early stages of your program and by what you are trying to accomplish.”  
Mr. Ross also expressed interest in hearing about Holy Ground’s continued 
progress.  Holy Ground extends heartfelt gratitude to Mr. Ross and the foun-
dation for their interest in our work and their most generous support.  The 
foundation, established in memory of Cathleen McFarlane Ross , is committed 
to making a difference for those less fortunate, especially those suffering from 
homelessness and addiction.  Through these grants, her  life’s mission lives on! 

Holy Ground continues to grow! 
 

This month, Holy Ground welcomed two more 
clients and two more toddlers into our growing 
family!  One of our new clients is a senior at 
Palm Beach Gardens and 5 months pregnant.  
When she came to us, she had not had any pre-
natal care and was deeply fearful about her fu-
ture.  One of the first things we did was connect 
her with the Palm Beach County Health Depart-
ment where she was issued a temporary Medi-
caid card and that opened the door for her to 
receive much needed pre-natal care.  Today, she 
is living in her own apartment, under doctor’s 
care, and doing well in school.  She loves to cook 
and plans a future in nursing. 
 

Our other new client is a senior at Mavericks 
Charter High School in Palm Springs.  She has 
two boys - ages one and three.  We are current-
ly looking for an apartment for her and her chil-
dren convenient to both her school and their 
daycare,  We expect to have them settled in 
their new home by the end of the month.  She 
also plans a future in the medical field. 
 

With the addition of these two new families, 
Holy Ground now has four teen Moms, one teen 
Mother-to-be, five children (ages 3 and under!) 
and our first newborn will be on the way this 
summer!  We are both excited and humbled by 
the amazing way in which our program contin-
ues to grow!  We recognize what an awesome 
responsibility it is to have these young lives in 
our care and we live in deep gratitude for the 
prayers and financial support that are making 
possible a future full of promise for our teen 
Moms and their children.  
 

 We always need volunteers so please join us! 

focus 
Serving homeless pregnant and parenting teens in Palm Beach Co. 
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Below are just some highlights of our work this quarter: 
 

 Welcomed 2 new families into our Holy Ground family (see page 1 - sidebar) 

 Holy Ground’s 2nd Annual Shower for Shelter Luncheon and Auction, was a grand success - the attendance was dou-
bled and we raised nearly $15,000.  Congratulations  to Jan Kranich, Luncheon Chair, on a job well done! 

 Established the Fr. Arthur Obin, OMI Scholarship Fund (see front page for details) 

 Hosted a site visit from The Episcopal Church of Bethesda-by-the-Sea related to a 
grant application to their Mission and Outreach Committee. 

 Gave a presentation about Holy Ground to the Council of Catholic Women at Our 
Lady Queen of the Apostles in Wellington 

 Received a $5000 grant from the R. C. Cox McFarlane Charitable Foundation 

 Launched Holy Ground’s Giving Program as a means toward developing a sustain-
ing income for our program (see enclosed flyer) 

 Applied for a grant from the JC Foundation 

 Began the process of establishing a Holy Ground Advisory Board 
 

Holy Ground exists through the generosity of others - please prayerfully consider sharing your time, talent and treasure 
with us.  To learn more about us, go to our web site at http://HolyGroundPBC.org or call our office at 561-355-5040. 
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S haring our bread with the 
hungry, sheltering the 

oppressed and the homeless, 
clothing the naked when you 
see them, and not turning 
your back on your own.                 
       
           -Isaiah 58:7 
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Holy Ground holds election  
 

A t their March meeting, Holy Ground 
Board held its annual election of 

officers.  Above is a photo of the new Ex-
ecutive Committee.  From left to right (top 
row) Janice Morey - Secretary and Clau-
dine Cotton, Fr. Arthur Obin, OMI Scholar-
ship Administrator.  (bottom row) Carla LaRue - Vice President, Jan Kranich - 
President, and Barbara Richardson - Treasurer. 
 

The Board also welcomed Fr. Seamus Murtagh who graciously agreed to 
serve as Holy Ground’s Pastoral Advisor and Donna McLoughlin as new 
members.  Other members continuing their service on the board include:  
Peter Hiles, Mike Marino, Evelyn Rossi-Marzouca who coordinates Holy 
Ground’s Mentors, Linda Kramer, Lonnie Martens, and Nancy Hill.  Congrat-
ulations to all! 
 

Holy Ground Staff include:  Phyllis Turner Jepson, Executive Director, Angela 
Wing-Allen, Development Director and Carol Lazarus, Clinical Director. 

 

Holy Ground’s Charity  
Golf Tournament - April 13, 2013 

 
Golfers and Hole  

Sponsors Needed! 
 
 

H oly Ground Shelter will hold its first charity 
golf tournament on April 13th at the Iron-

horse Country Club in West Palm Beach.  It is not 
too late to support this effort - join us for a day of 
sun, fun, golf and prizes!  Tickets are $125 per per-
son - includes a box lunch, golf, and a buffet dinner.  
Mullinax Ford will provide a new car to the first 
hole-in-one!  Don’t golf?  Join us for dinner for only 
$35.00. For more information or to register, con-
tact Lonnie Martens (561-776-9891) or Angela 
Wing-Allen (772-286-8316).   
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